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                    Willow Varieties 2010/2011 
All  the varieties are large shrubs and should not exceed  6 to 9 metres in height. 

 

¶ Salix Viminalis GIGANTEA. Female. Large shrub. Fantastic for bees, large catkins in very 

early spring. Good disease resistance. In six year European field trials - virtually rust free; 

Excellent for short rotation coppice (wood fuel).  Used for shelterbelts & fast growing 

screening .  First years growth from 1 foot unrooted   sett= 4 to 10ft. 

¶ Salix Burjatica GERMANY. Female .Large oval leaves. Good for fuel short rotation  

coppice & shelterbelts. Growth pattern - slow to start but has sturdy strong stems. 

Dense wood .  Good for  game cover. Used to reclaim wasteland. Excellent large catkins, 

ideal  choice for bee keepers .  

¶ Salix  Triandra  X Viminalis Q83   (77083).Female.  A great variety if you wish to grow 

your own wood fuel / logs. Slow growth at first, but tends to catch up and grows well in 

the second year. Our most popular biomass variety, as it performs well in the British 

climate and we find it has good resistance to disease. It has more flexibility than Salix  

Viminalis. Good for living structure, fedges, agricultural and course basketry.  

¶ Salix Miyabeana CHINESE WILLOW. Male. We  have found it has great resistance to 

disease . Fast growth, ideal for growing your own fuel as part of a mix. It looks  
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delicate  compared with other varieties, but we have found it to be very robust. It holds 

on to  its leaves longer than other varieties. Very attractive, tinged red stems and a pale 

limy green leaf. In winter it has beautiful rich red stems with shiny gold buds. Growth in 

first year from 1 foot cutting =6 to 8 feet.  

¶ Salix Calodendron x Cinerea x Caprea x Viminalis  cross. RED SALIX.  Large oval  leaf 
compared to the Salix viminalis hybrids. Bark red/dark brown. New leaves tinged red. 
Fantastic as a tall hedge.Highly recommended for riverbank erosion control .Well suited 
for weaving  living structures, its easy to maintain the shape of the structure and 
provides good leaf cover and colour. Creates attractive screening. First years growth 
from 1 foot set= 4 ft. 

¶ Salix Viminalis BOWLES HYBRID.Female. Very fast growing vertically ascending shrub or 
tree. Capable of reaching a height of 3 metres, in the first year from 1 foot cuttings. Used 
for biomass wood fuel production . Its strong and straight branches are used for hurdle 
uprights and  agricultural course basketry such as log baskets. Great for fast growing 
screening. It makes an excellent shelterbelt. To  encourage plenty of  branches from the 
base cut the plants back almost to ground level after the first year's growth .The plant's 
rapid growth and wind tolerance make it a very good pioneer species to use in 
establishing woodland where conditions are difficult. First year will  grows  up to 8 ft.  

¶ Salix  Viminalis Late hybrid. Its late leaf formation means it can be planted  later than 
other varieties ie. April.  All purpose hybrid. Ideal for Fast Growing Screening. Spilling. 
Windbreaks. Gamecover .Tolerant of salt laden air. All Viminalis  hybrids can be grown on 
contaminated land, barren moorland, waste ground, slag heaps and  polluted industrial 
areas. Height in the first year =7 to 10 ft. 

¶ Salix Triandra. BLACK MAUL.   Ȭ!ÌÍÏÎÄ ,ÅÁÖÅÄ 7ÉÌÌÏ×ȭ ÉÓ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÂÕÓÈÙ ÔÒÅÅ ÏÒ ÒÏÂÕÓÔ 
spreading shrub. The bark is smooth and dark olive/grey turning very dark. It is used  
extensively for basketry. The leaves are regularly serrated and dark green.  An attractive 
and fragrant willow used as a garden shrub for hedging and living willow structures. 
From unrooted 1 foot cutting growth in the first year =4 to 7ft. 

¶ Salix viminalis CANE OSIER. Good for living structures. Agricultural and course basketry. 
Ideal for gamecover and screening. Coastal areas. 

¶ Salix Candida Male.  A very attractive Salix, with silvery green, large oval leaves. Noted 
for its large yellow catkins, which are a great source of nectar for bees. Growth up to 6 ft 
in the first year. 
Additional Biomass Varieties  

¶ Salix viminalis  X Salix Schwerinii MAMMOTH DISEASE RESISTANT HYBRID Brown 
.Performs well, achieves excellent height 10 ft + in 1st year. 

¶ Salix viminalis  X Salix Schwerinii  MAMMOTH DISEASE RESISTANT HYBRID Green. 
Unusual large leaves, good stem girth. Bright green stem. 

¶ Salix Sericans COLES 

¶  Biomass Mix. Recommended for those wishing to grow willow for wood fuel. 

A mix of four or more willow hybrid varieties breed for wood fuel production.   
            It is advisable to plant a mix, in Brit ish and European field trials growing a mix ........       
..........results in higher overall yields .  
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 At Mammoth Willow  we grow and supply fast growing hybrid willow and bare rooted trees.  We sell 
 1 foot  & 3 foot  willow setts (unrooted cuttings) and 6 foot  willow  rods.  They are easy to grow, very 
hardy and have good resistance to disease. Our hybrid varieties  are large  shrubs, most reaching a 
maximum height of 6 to 9  meters. In the first year, growth from a 1 foot sett/ unrooted cutting, 
planted between December and April, will be between 4 and 12 ft. by the end of October, depending on 
conditions and the variety.  

The willow,  if cut back after the first year 
will throw out new growth from the base, 
making it ideally suited for windbreaks / 
shelterbelts or screening off farm building 
or industrial areas, creating sound barriers, 
air pollution barriers and  shade/shelter for 
livestock. Growing willow for game cover is 
common practice and can provide rich 
winter colour to enhance a shoot.  Willow 
may be used for planting instant wildlife 
areas or creating  attractive  leisure 
settings, for instance at leisure parks, 
fishing parks, holiday complexes, picnic 
areas & play areas. 

No more fuel bills? The answer is to grow 
your own wood fuel. Willow grows faster 
than  other  trees.  It is easy to grow, setts 
are simply  pushed into the ground , no 
need for digging.  
The willow is coppiced, dried and chipped, 
for wood chip boilers or coppiced for logs 
in the third to fifth year and every year 
thereafter.  Willow will burn well in 

conventional wood burners, but is not suited to open fires. Our Biomass and Log growing KITS for 
Willow are designed for small scale growers planning to grow fuel for home or business consumption. 
They work without herbicides or synthetic fertilizers.  
The yield from your field. A Well managed coppiced willow bed will produce anywhere between 1 and 
1.5 kg of dry wood per metre square per year. An acre field will give you around 5 tonnes of burnable 
wood chips (at 30% moisture). In energy terms this equates to 1400 litres of heating oil or 16,000 kWh 
of gas. This is roughly 8 tonnes of green unseasoned wood. The willow coppice will maintain high 
productivity for at least 20 years, and you can reasonably expect it to give an economic yield for 30-40 
years. If you are planning to produce logs, an acre field will produce  around 5 tonnes of logs and 
kindling per year ( refer to planting layout ). This is based on harvesting a quarter of an acre each year in 
rotat ion. You can produce & harvest logs without specialist equipment.  

http://devonwillow.co.uk/shop/index.php?cPath=21
http://devonwillow.co.uk/shop/index.php?cPath=1
http://devonwillow.co.uk/shop/index.php?cPath=23_36
http://devonwillow.co.uk/shop/index.php?cPath=24
http://devonwillow.co.uk/shop/index.php?cPath=24

